
 

Messenger The 

HOLY  WEEK 

Palm Sunday, April 1 - Worship at 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 5 - Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 6 - Tenebrae service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

EASTER  SUNDAY 

Sunrise Service - 6:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship - 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
(Sunday School will not be held Easter Sunday) 

 

**Childcare is available for all services except Easter Sunrise** 

April 2012 



 

General Conference 2012 (Part III) 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

In the previous months’ articles on the upcoming General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, I gave an overview of what General Conference is and how it works. In this article I highlight 
five major issues facing the delegates to the 2012 General Conference when it convenes in Tampa, 
Florida, April 24 – May 4. 

First, the conference will consider a proposal to consolidate nine of the denomination’s 13 general 
agencies into a new United Methodist Center for Connectional Mission and Ministry. The center would 
be governed by a 15-member board of directors, which would be accountable to a 45-member board 
called the General Council for Strategy and Oversight. The council would replace the Connectional Ta-
ble, which was created in 2004 to coordinate the denomination’s mission, ministries and resources. 
The proposed restructuring is a result of the church’s multiyear Call to Action process begun in 2009. 
The Call to Action aims to address decades of decline in the denomination’s U.S. membership and to 
increase congregational vitality. The new center would have five offices to carry out the “essential 
functions” of the consolidated agencies.  They are: 

Office of Congregational Vitality (discipleship and multicultural ministries) 

Office of Leadership Excellence (higher education and ministry) 

Office of Missional Engagement (global ministries) 

Office of Justice and Reconciliation (church and society, religion and race, status and role of 
women) 

Office of Shared Services (finance and administration, communications, archives and history, 
information and technology support) 

Second, delegates will hear a proposal to reform the Council of Bishops. United Methodist Bishops 
are recommending that the president of the Council of Bishops serve full time for four years without 
the responsibilities of overseeing a geographic area. The president would be the denomination’s chief 
ecumenical officer, help align the strategic direction of the church and focus on growing vital congre-
gations, among other duties. The intent is to enable the president to focus better on the global church. 
The president would also help give The United Methodist Church a more prominent voice on the public 
stage. Currently, the council president serves a two-year term and retains a residential assignment. 
The presidency now rotates among the U.S. jurisdictions and the central conferences.  

Third, the 2008–12 Commission to Study the Ministry is making several recommendations. Chief 
among them is eliminating appointment guarantees for ordained elders in good standing, while retain-
ing the ability of bishops to move clergy to different assignments and churches. Guaranteed appoint-
ments are a major contributor to mediocrity and ineffectiveness, the ministry study commission said, 
and guaranteeing all elders an appointment restricts the flexibility of bishops to appoint the most effec-
tive person for each congregation. As some churches struggle to survive and some conferences have 
an oversupply of ordained clergy, guaranteed appointments have become a barrier to achieving the 
church’s mission, according to the commission. The Book of Discipline states elders in good standing 
who honor their covenant to the itinerancy, effectively fulfill their ministerial duties and attend to con-
tinuing education requirements “shall” be continued under appointment. The proposal changes the lan-
guage to “may” continue to be appointed. The commission also recommended streamlining the candi-
dacy process. If approved by delegates, candidates could be eligible for ordination as soon as they 
complete their educational requirements. After serving at least two years as a provisional elder or dea-
con, they would be eligible for full conference membership. 

Fourth, twelve or so of the 63 U.S. annual conferences are petitioning General Conference on the 
church’s stance and statements on homosexuality. At least six of these conferences urge delegates ei-
ther to remove discriminatory language from or add inclusive language to the Social Principles. Others 



 

According to Cherri Calvo, “If you never said, ‘Excuse me’ to a parking meter or bashed your shins on a 
fireplug, you are probably wasting too much valuable reading time.”  No, you won’t find this quote in ex-
lawyer turned stand-up comedian and Baptist minister Rev. Susan Sparks’ new book, Laugh Your Way To 
Grace, however hopefully it generated a chuckle, touching what she refers to as the “sacred laughing space” 
within you “where healing, light, forgiveness, love, compassion, creativity and spiritual connection  live.”  In 
sharing the power of humor in our spiritual journey, Sparks aims to reveal laughter as a deeply spiritual gift 
and the path to a deeper sense of sacred intimacy and honesty.   You’ll be inspired by great quotes, amused 
by personal stories and find much to contemplate in this recent addition to our collection.  Our thanks to the 
members of the Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle for this gift in honor of Ann McGee. A UMW Reading Club 
selection in the Spiritual Growth category, you will find this book on the UMW shelves to the right as you en-
ter the library. 

Also new in our library, shelved with the commentaries in our Reference Room, are the final two books in 
N.T. Wright’s New Testament for Everyone series:  The Early Christian Letters:  James, Peter, John 

and Judah and Revelation.  This series provides invaluable background detail and a 
wealth of information in an easy-to-read style suitable for both beginners and more 

experienced students of the  Bible. 

With spring in the air, the shelves in our children’s room are abloom with 
seasonal selections.  Discover how A Seed Is A Promise, when Birds 
Build Nests, what’s afoot Over In the Meadow or Where the Sunrise 

Begins. And for Easter check out The Legend of the Sand Dollar, The 
Flowering Cross, Understanding the Resurrection, or Easter in the 

Garden. There is something for everyone and no parking meters or fireplugs to 
worry about.   

Library News 

propose removing bans on clergy performing same-gender marriage or civil unions or holding those 
ceremonies at United Methodist churches. Some would remove prohibitions against practicing homo-
sexuals being certified as clergy candidates, ordained or appointed in the church. At least one annual 
conference seeks to uphold the current language regarding homosexuality. The General Board of 
Church and Society is petitioning to strike two statements from the Social Principles: “The United 
Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incom-
patible with Christian teaching;” and “Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are 
married, sexual relations are affirmed only with the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.” 
The petition seeks to add the statement, “As a denomination, we are conflicted regarding homosexual 
expressions of human sexuality.” 

Fifth, General Conference will consider two proposals that would change clergy pensions, shifting 
more of the risk in retirement preparation from annual conferences to individual clergy. The United 
Methodist Board of Pension and Health Benefits is asking the denomination’s top lawmaking body to 
choose between the two options. The first would combine a defined benefit component with a defined 
contribution component, like the clergy’s current retirement program but with a reduced benefit for 
clergy and, consequently, a lower contribution for conferences. The second option would be a defined 
contribution-only plan.  

Please continue to pray for the assembly and pray for God’s will to be clearly discerned throughout 
the decision-making. 

http://www.gbophb.org/
http://www.gbophb.org/


 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

As I announced in February, my Lenten discipline this year has been 
to live on a food stamp budget: $30 a week.  A few weeks in, here are a few of 

my thoughts and discoveries: 

1.  It’s worth it to pay a little more for pasta sauce in a jar instead of a can.  The canned stuff may 
be cheaper, but it tastes much, much worse. 

2.  I miss coffee (which I cannot afford, especially in its fair-trade form, which I insist on buying) but 
more for its morning comfort value than for the caffeine.  This is true some days more than others, 
though.  Some days I really miss the caffeine too. 

3.  It is possible to eat healthily on $30 a week.  This is, in fact, the healthiest I’ve eaten in a long time.  
However, that healthiness requires a lot of intentionality.  When I only have a limited amount of money 

to spend, I think a lot harder about how to distribute it among the carbs, vitamins, protein, and cal-
cium I need.  And then once I’ve bought them, I have to pay attention to serving size, to make 

sure everything lasts throughout the week.  Breakfast is generally oatmeal and an egg; lunch 
is a peanut butter sandwich with some carrot sticks and yogurt; dinner is pasta or beans 

and rice.  It can get boring, but I’m getting the nutrition I need, and my pants fit better. 

4.  I’m hungry a lot, though.  Mostly after lunch.  This has gotten better after week 1, 
as I’ve built up my pantry and haven’t had to ration as carefully.  Still, a peanut butter 
sandwich just isn’t the same as going out for a burrito.  And it’s a little sad to come 
home after work and have to wait two hours for beans to cook for dinner. 

5.  It’s hard to be social when you’re living on food stamps.   You don’t think about 
how much time with friends revolves around food until it can’t anymore.  During Week 

1, my “strict” week, I went to a movie with one friend and we sat in the car talking af-
terwards because we couldn’t just go sit at Starbucks.  Another friend was dubious when 

I told her we couldn’t do anything involving food—but we ended up spending a lovely day 
walking around Waller Mill Park.  Now, by my own rules, I can go out to eat with friends, 

but I then owe a donation to the Lenten offering.  It’s worth it. 

Over the past few weeks, I’ve found myself becoming more attentive to how I eat 
and spend money as well as to issues of food justice.  For example, as I ran past 7-11 the 

other day, I noticed the big sign outside announcing that they accept food stamps.  Wow, I 
thought, if I used up my $30 at 7-11, I’d probably run out of food in four days, and possibly 

develop scurvy.  And yet I wonder if in some places where lots of food stamp recipients live, 7-
11 is the only place to go shopping close by.    

I’m doing OK on my food stamp budget, but then again, I don’t have kids.  There’s no one to 

complain about a boring meal but me.  And not everyone can go out to eat for a subsequent dona-

tion to charity.  And furthermore, this level of attentiveness that requires more time coupon hunting, 

shopping, and cooking is for many people not just a six-week exercise, but a lifetime one—if you know 

how.  I’ve been glad for this small taste, so to speak, of the challenges our neighbors on food stamps 

face, and I hope it will help me remember them better, even when Lent is over.   



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
April 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, April 2, 9:30 a.m. in the church den. 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, April 3, 9:45 a.m. in Room 309, followed by a brown 
 bag lunch. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, April 3, 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room.  The program will be, 
“Where  Does Our UMW Money Go?” 

 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Wednesday, April 4, 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.   
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, April 9, 10:30 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, April 9, 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.  The program will be 
about Hospice House. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, April 10, 1:00 p.m. in the church den.  
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. in Room 309, Barbara Monteith will be our 
guest speaker and will present an informative program about the Alzheimer’s Association.   
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, April 17, 10:30 a.m. in the main building of the  
Williamsburg Landing. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
District UMW Mini School of Mission – April 14 

Candle Burning Ceremony – April 21, 8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Local UMW Board Meeting – April 23, 7:00 p.m., Room 309 

United Methodist Women Candle Burning 
Saturday, April 21, 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will host a candle burning cere-
mony on Saturday, April, 21, 2012.  This time of being together is an opportunity 
to honor and remember those who are special to us in many ways.  Your dona-
tions will make our candle burn one second for each $.60 donated.  All donations 
support UMW World Wide Missions.   

During our time together, we will hear the names of loved ones and friends 
read aloud, pray, sing hymns, share a litany, hear a mission update, and hear a 
report about domestic violence from Response magazine. 

Please plan to join us if you can.  If you cannot attend the ceremony, you 
may still donate to this worthwhile cause.  Questions?  Contact Linda Eichhorn, 
(221-8214). 



 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in April! 
 

From Rev. Todd Query and reNEW Youth Ministry! 
 

As I was writing last month, we were days away from the first full-fledged Youth Sunday 
Celebration of Worship at WUMC in more than six years!  Students were filled with 

anxiety over their “sermonettes,” and busily preparing for roles as liturgists, ushers, “special 
musicians,” greeters and “designated pray-ers.”  And I confess: their anxiety was manifest in 

me as well.  But for all our worries, Youth Sunday 2012 was a genuine reflection of 
what worship feels like for the Youth of WUMC, and it was our pleasure—our JOY—

to lead the congregation in that celebration!  We eagerly anticipate another 
opportunity during Youth Sunday 2013!   

 

(If you missed Youth Sunday 2012, you can hear the student “sermonettes” on the  
Listen Online link at the Church Website.) 

 

This month, as I write, we are busily preparing for our March 18 AFRICA Mission  
Luncheon, a Fellowship Luncheon themed around reNEW Youth Ministry’s July 

2012 mission trip to Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, Africa.  We’re planning table layouts and 
buying groceries for our traditionally inspired menu of stewed chicken, greens, sadza and 

other goodies.  We’re assembling technology for our live video-call with Eric Mulanda, Class of 
2012 Theology Graduate from Africa University in Mutare.  And we’re praying for a full room!  
Fourteen of us (ten youth and four adults) are registered for this historic trip, and we want 
nothing more than to bring the church along with us—figuratively, of course—as we minister 
to, and learn about, the people and culture of Africa.  As of today, we have raised nearly 

$8000 toward our trip, and we estimate that raising a minimum of $5000 more will 
fully fund this amazing opportunity for mission when combined with already budgeted 

monies and participant contributions.  Will you prayerfully consider donating to our 
cause?  Every little bit brings us one step closer to our goal!  And if financial gifts are 
out of your reach right now, please consider signing on as a Prayer Partner for these young 

Missionaries of WUMC.  Contact Todd Query at the church to receive a Prayer Partner! 
 

April 2012 brings Holy Week, Easter and Spring Break for WJCC Schools.  Based on that 
schedule, there will be NO Youth Group on Palm Sunday (April 1) and NO Sunday 

School or Youth Group on Easter Sunday (April 8).  Wide Open Wednesday  
activities will still run on April 4 as we prepare to lend a hand in leading Easter Sunrise 

Worship.  We hope you’ll get Easter off to a joyous start and join us for Sunrise Service!   
Sunday School and Youth Group will resume on April 15 as we begin our six-week sprint to 

Memorial Day Weekend. 
 

Learn more about reNEW Youth Ministry events in the weekly bulletin, or by “liking” 
our Group Facebook Page (www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth).  Also, subscribe to the 

reNEWsletter by clicking the Email Signup tab on our Facebook Page or through the  
reNEWsletter link under College and Youth at the Church Website.  And now, you can get 

alerts on your mobile phone when you subscribe to our Text Message Info Service by  
texting the word “RENEW” to 68398. 

 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

http://williamsburgumc.org/#/listen-online
mailto:tquery@williamsburgumc.org?subject=Prayer%20Parnters
http://www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth
https://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth/app_100265896690345
http://williamsburgumc.org/#/college-youth/the-renewsletter
http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

An Afternoon of 

Sacred Song 
On Sunday, May 6 at 3:00 

p.m., Judy Rodgers Johnson, 
soprano, will present a recital of 

glorious sacred selections by 
Vivaldi, Gounod, Wolf and Rorem.  She 

will be accompanied on organ and piano by Thomas 
Marshall.  The concert will take place in the sanctu-
ary, allowing Tom to showcase our magnificent Per-
agallo pipe organ.   

Judy has been a member of the Sanctuary Choir 
since 2003 and has sung solos frequently.  Having 
studied voice with several master teachers, she of-
fers this concert as an occasion to recognize the 
importance of music education which greatly influ-
enced her life.  Her position as chair of the ECMS 
Advisory Board inspires her to use her talent to en-
sure that financially disadvantaged children are able 
to enroll in the ECMS.   

Admission to the 
event is free, but an 
offering will be taken 
to benefit Early 
Childhood Music 
School, a ministry of 
WUMC since 1989.   
Childcare will be 
available.   

On Saturday, May 5, the United Methodist 
Men will convene for breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.   

Jerre Johnson will give us a 
walking tour of points of interest 
along the Duke of Gloucester 
Street of geological, historical in-
terest following our break-
fast.  Bring your walking shoes, 
please.  The cost of the breakfast 
is $5.00.  Reservations should be 
made by contacting Charley Skill-

man (258-4930) or csskillmanjr@cox.net by 
Monday, April 30. 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

Harper Grace Nielson 
Born March 7, 2012 to  

Courtney & Chris Nielson. 
 

The 6th great-grandchild 
of Gene & Joy Mason.   

 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:csskillmanjr@cox.net


 

 

To My Dear Friends 
at Williamsburg UMC, 

 

I want to thank you for the  
generous love offering that you 

presented to me.  I want to thank 
you more specifically for believing in 

me during my time as manager of the 
Respite Care Program at our church.  
I believe that our program is one of a 
kind for the Williamsburg area.  I am 
very proud to have made a difference 

in so many lives and I enjoyed 
watching this program grow.  This 
local mission is truly a cherished  
endeavor for our church.  I know  
what the caregivers go through 

but I have not had to walk 
in their shoes.  I have 

lasting memories of everyone, staff,  
volunteers and participants.  You 

should be very proud to support this 
program.  Thank you for 

believing in me.   
 

In Christian Love,  
Janet Dugas 

Williamsburg Area 
Faith In Action 

Are you looking for a new vol-
unteer opportunity to serve oth-
ers in our congregation and in 
the community? Then Wil-
liamsburg Area Faith in Ac-
tion is looking for you! 

Williamsburg Area Faith in Action's (WFIA) mis-
sion is to help seniors and adults with illness or dis-
ability remain independent in their homes. WFIA 
fosters caring relationships between volunteers and 
care receivers. It is a national volunteer movement 
that brings together volunteers from many faiths 
and the community at large. Our common mission 
is to help individuals maintain their independence 
and dignity by providing them assistance with eve-
ryday activities. 

Some services that we provide include transpor-
tation, shopping, running errands, respite/family 
caregiver support, light housekeeping, friendly visit-
ing, telephone reassurance, light yard work, help 
with paperwork, and information regarding commu-
nity resources. All services are provided without 
fees. 

"Darla" is 85 years old and is caring for her son 
who has been wheelchair bound for the last few 
years. While she has other children in the area who 
are able to help out with most of her medical trans-
portation, she hates to ask them to do everything. 
She relies on Faith in Action volunteers to do her 
grocery shopping for her, take her to biweekly hair 
appointments and the occasional lab test. "Because 
of Faith in Action, I am not a burden to my chil-
dren," she says. 

Give as little or as much time as you can. Train-
ing is provided. All that is needed is a willing spirit! 
For more information, please contact Carol Brinkley 
(258-0617) or WFIA (258-5890). 

Shawl Ministry 

Meeting 
April 16, 2:00 p.m. in the Atrium 

 

Join our happy group!  Bring yarn and needles; 
we have patterns or you may use your own.  

Everyone is welcome!  For further information, 
please call  Penny Harriger (259-0754). 



 

Saturday, April 7:  Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
and Hot Dog Lunch  

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

for children ages birth through 5th grade 

Please bring one dozen (12) filled 
plastic eggs per child participating 

and place them in the desig-
nated collection bin in the 
atrium by April 4.  Eggs may 
be filled with wrapped candy 
and stickers – no small toys, 

please. 

And Back by Popular Demand. . . . 

Helping Hands! 
Helping Hands: A Virginia Conference Children's 

Mission Event, will be held at Williamsburg UMC on 
Monday, August 6 – Tuesday, August 7.  Michael 
Berkley will return to lead our praise and worship! 

This event offers rising 4th through 6th graders a 
hands-on opportunity to do mission work.  Kids 
from all over the Conference join together as one 
"United" Methodist church making a difference in 
the community. 

 The cost is only $36 per 
person. This will include a T-
shirt, meals and snacks, and 
overnight stay.  Registration 
will begin on May 1.   

Hands of Hope  
Take on the Chairs 

Hands of Hope, our new Thursday night service-
oriented mission program for children, recently 
helped clean the 
chairs in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Six 
children, ages 5 – 
8, and two adults, 
cleaned 44 chairs 
in less than one 
hour!  We have 
also enjoyed mak-
ing Valentine’s Day cards for the Respite Clients and 
for the church staff, assembling Lenten devotional 
books for our families, and  bagging potatoes at the 
potato drop.  We meet every Thursday night follow-
ing the children’s choir calendar at 5:00 p.m. for 
grades 3 – 5 and 6:00 p.m. for grades K – 2 in 
Room 207.  Come and join us! 

For information about any of these events or 
programs, please contact Cindy Banek,  

229-1771, ext. 258. 

The butterflies are coming! 

Attention all Families –  
Mark Your Calendars for theses Exciting Upcoming and Family-Friendly Events: 

Sunday, April 29:    
Family Movie Night 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall 

Bring the kids and come enjoy 
dinner and a movie!  We will be 
showing the  newest Veggie Tales 
movie, “Robin Good and His Not 
So Merry Men.”   

For dinner, bring a side dish, and the church will 
provide chicken for all. 



 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to the 
families of those who 

have passed away 
during the month of March: 

Mike Sams’ brother Richard 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or call 

(229-1771). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
Our monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will 

meet on Wednesday, April 11 at noon in Fellowship 
Hall.  The program will be “Wildlife Preservation” 
presented by Don Snyder.  Our group is open to 
anyone over the age of 50, and we enthusiastically 
welcome all new members!   We only ask that you 
bring a small donation for the chicken (provided) 
and a side dish or dessert to share with the group. 

Please also remember 
to bring a non-perishable 
food item for FISH.  We 
look forward to seeing 
you!   

For information about 
our Silver Saints group, 
contact Cindy Banek (229
-1771). 

We’re getting an intern! 
Through the Virginia conference’s Calling 21 

program, which places college students discerning a 
call to ministry in local church settings to work for a 
summer, Williamsburg UMC will have an intern this 
summer.  Her name is Emily, and she is a 20 year 
old student at Shenandoah University.  She’s ex-
cited to come here, and we’re excited to have her! 

There are a few ways you can help make sure 
Emily has a wonderful experience here this sum-
mer! 

We need someone (couple, family, or single 
woman) to host her.  The dates are June 13 to Au-
gust 10, and hosts are asked to provide both room 
and meals. 

We are also putting together an Intern Support 
Team of 8-10 people who will meet with Emily (and 
without the pastors) approximately every other 
week of the internship, to talk about and process 
her experience. 

These are both important ways you can help 

raise up a new young leader for the church and to 

walk alongside someone as she discerns if and how 

God is calling her to ministry!  If you are interested 

or have questions, talk to Pastor Allie (229-1771) or 

arosner@williamsburgumc.org 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:arosner@williamsburgumc.org


 

Lackey Free Clinic is Faith-Based 
A visitor to the Lackey Free Clinic can enter the clinic and see Bible verses stenciled on the wall, observe a 

doctor having a prayer with a patient, and see a nurse giving a heartfelt hug to a hurting patient. This scene 
is what makes this clinic so special and different from most other free clinics.  The Lackey Free Clinic, a min-
istry supported by our Local Outreach Committee, is faith-based.  Its mission is “to provide skilled, compas-
sionate health care and counseling to the medically disadvantaged in a manner that honors the name of 
Jesus Christ.”   

One typical patient is a middle-aged man, divorced, with custody of two teenage children, and responsi-
ble for his father with Alzheimer's disease. By the time this patient finally came for his first appointment at 
Lackey, his blood pressure and blood sugar were both sky high. He received medication for hypertension, in-
structions for how to care for his diabetes, and the necessary supplies.  He also was given time to discuss his 
problems at home, and ended his visit with the prayer and hug offered by his nurse practitioner.  

The Lackey Free Clinic opened its doors 17 years ago. An area pulmonologist and his wife, Jim and Cooka 
Shaw, saw a need for medical care for those without insurance, including Medicare or Medicaid, and who fall 
at or below 200% of the federal poverty level.   

Many of Lackey's patients in today's economy are people who have been laid off from their jobs and sub-
sequently lost their health insurance. Stress builds, depression sets in, and their health often suffers.  

The clinic began serving patients one night a week in a couple of classrooms at the Rising Sun Baptist 
Church in Lackey, the poorest area of York County that also is accessible to service areas of Newport News, 
York County, Poquoson, Williamsburg, and James City County. Lackey is near the Lee Hall exit I-64.  In 2003, 
with generous support from the community, the Lackey Free Clinic was built on its own turf on Old Williams-
burg Road. The clinic has grown until today it offers patients acute and chronic care, dental care, a minimum-
cost pharmacy, and mental health programs.  The Clinic is open five days a week, seeing an average of 160 
patients during that time. In 2010 there were close to 10,000 patient visits, with more than 53,000 prescrip-
tions filled, and care provided by over 300 volunteers, including 60 medical professionals! 

Lackey has outgrown its 9-year old space and will begin construction this spring on an 11,000 square foot 
addition. This new facility will provide 4 additional medical exam rooms, 5 more dental chairs, a new chapel, 
a larger pharmacy, a bigger reception area, and two  group rooms to address patients’ mental health issues.   

Patients feel the love that abounds in the clinic and thrive on it.  Dr. William Griffin, the chief dentist, said 
it best - “my prayer is that people will look at us and see the love of Jesus in our actions. He can do far more 
for them than we can.” 

Beginning with this issue, The Messenger is happy to introduce the “Feature Article of the Month.”  Each 
month, the newsletter will highlight a longer, more in-depth, story about a particular ministry, event, pro-
gram, etc.  To have your article featured in The Messenger, please email your writing to Cindy Banek at 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org by the 15th of each month.  Please note that due to space limitations, we 
can only include one extended article per month.  We hope you enjoy this new facet of your church newslet-
ter! 

Feature Article of the Month 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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What Happens to 
Those Offering Plates? 

A person the other Sunday asked me this question.  He said: “I attend worship regularly 
and each Sunday the ushers pass the plates and when the Doxology is sung, they take the 
plates forward and the acolytes put the plates on some tables.  What then happens to those 
offering plates?”  A good question – here is what happens. 

There is a group of volunteers who are called Tellers and they work under the direction of 
Wil Colton.  Wil makes sure that a minimum of two Tellers are assigned to pick up the offer-
ing plates after each worship service.  The Tellers then sort the contents by envelopes, 
checks, cash and coin and place the entire offering into the church safe. 

On Mondays, another group of volunteers open up the envelopes, record the contents on 
the envelope and further sort checks, cash and coins.   

On Tuesdays, four more volunteers work up a deposit and make the deposit at the bank. 
The offering plates are returned to the Narthex, ready to be used at the next worship ser-

vice. 
That’s what happens to those offering plates. 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee 


